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GOLDEN GATE UNIVERSITY School of Law is located in the financial district of one 
of the most beautiful cities in the world, 
close to the offices of major law firms and corpor-
ations where many of its graduates are established 
in successful legal careers. Golden Gate law 
alumni are working in law-related positions in a 
wide range of settings within the legal community, 
both in the San Francisco Bay Area and through-
out California and the United States-from 
corporate and governmental offices and agencies 
to public interest organizations and the judiciary. 
Many have risen to positions of prominence in 
their chosen areas of practice. 
Golden Gate was founded in San Francisco in 
1901. It is slightly less expensive than the other 
private California law schools accredited by both 
the American Bar Association and the Association 
of American Law Schools. The School of Law 
has three divisions: a full-time day division, in 
which the majority of students are enrolled; a 
part-time day division, in which students attend 
classes three mornings per week, and which 
appeals particularly to women with child care 
needs; and a part-time evening division for 
students who are also employed full- or part-time 
during the day. It also has a mid-year admission 
program for students who wish to commence legal 
studies in the middle of the academic year. 
The student body is unusually diverse in terms 
of age and personal and professional backgrounds. 
It consists of 500 people, and the median age is 
approximately twenty-five. Well over 100 under-
graduate schools are represented by the student 
body. Many students come to Golden Gate from 
the East Coast, although the majority are from 
California. Throughout its history, the School of 
Law has attracted significant numbers of women 
and people from racial and ethnic minorities. In 
recent years, approximately one-half of the 
student body has been female. 
Unlike many law schools, Golden Gate has 
endeavored to be a place supportive of students 
in a community dedicated to learning. Members 
of the student body participate on most faculty 
committees, and three of them have voting 
positions on the Faculty-Student Council, the 
governing body of the Law School. At the same 
time, the School is also a place that maintains 
rigorous academic standards and demands a high 
level of scholastic achievement. 
We are proud of the Law School's academic 
programs, and of an excellent teaching faculty 
whose members strive to give students practical 
exposure to the law. Our offerings of litigation 
and clinical programs are among the most exten-
sive and best in the nation. Senior students are 
afforded excellent opportunities to enjoy field 
placements-for credit-in a variety of work 
atmospheres. 
But the purpose of this booklet is not to describe 
all aspects of the School in detail. That informa-
tion is available in the Law School catalog. Here 
we highlight significant aspects of the School and 
thereby provide you with an overview of the 
educational experiences available at Golden Gate. 
John P. Wilson, Dean 
DisPUTE REsOLUTION 
FORMER CHIEF JUSTICE WARREN BURGER, among others, has voiced concern that law school 
graduates too frequently are unversed in the 
practical skills needed in practice, particularly in 
courtroom training. Golden Gate has an extensive 
program for its upper division students that offers 
simulation courses in counseling, interviewing and 
negotiation, in all aspects of trial advocacy in civil 
and criminal proceedings, in international, tax and 
family law litigation, in appellate advocacy, and in 
arbitration and mediation. Golden Gate students 
emerge from law school well equipped to handle 
trials and other types of legal proceedings from the 
first day they enter practice. 
Professor Bernard Segal (seated, center) and class 
were featured in a television program on legal education 
produced by ABC affiliate station KGO-TV. 
ACCORDING TO A SURVEY conducted by the American Bar Association entitled, 
"Survey Concerning Teaching About Dispute 
Resolution," Golden Gate Law School offers more 
such courses than any other law school in the nation. 
CLINICS 
GOLDEN GATE HAS FOUR CLINICS in which students receive credit for work with real clients. 
They are: 
0 The Constitutional Law Clinic, which has handled 
major class action litigation involving prisoners' 
rights and the right of mental patients to consent 
to medication. 
0 The Immigrant Legal Resource Center, in which 
students assist in the representation of aliens 
in immigration and deportation proceedings. 
0 The Labor Law Clinic, in which students are placed 
in private labor law firms, federal and state 
agencies, and community groups working on issues 
such as occupational safety and health. 
0 The Landlord-Tenant Clinic, in which students 
are placed in clerk positions with various lawyers 
and judges who specialize in landlord-tenant law. 
Mark Silverman, staff attorney for the Immigrant 
Legal Resource Center, and client. 
Professor Mort Cohen (center), Director, Constitu-
tional Law Clinic. 
SPECIALTY AREAS OF THE CuRRICULUM 









Writing & Research 
Corporate/Commercial Law 





Computers and the Law 
Consumer Protection 
Copyright Law 
Corporate Income Taxation 
Corporations 
Creditors' Remedies 
Employee Retirement Law 








Civil Trial Practice 
Clinical Fieldwork 
Conflict of Laws 




Criminal Trial Practice 




International Tax Planning 
Labor Law 
Law and Economics 
Partnership and Partnership 
Taxation 
Patent and Trademark Law 
Products Liability 





Family Law Litigation 
Federal Jurisdiction 









Criminal Law: Deviant Behavior 











Accounting for Lawyers 
Alternative Dispute 
Resolution 
California Family Law 
Civil Litigation 
Civil Trial Practice 
Community Property 
Community Property and 
Tax Aspects of Marital 
Dissolution 
Conflict of Laws 
General Practice 
Advanced Torts 
California Family Law 
Civil Litigation 
Civil Procedure 













Family Law Litigation 
Federal Income Taxation 
Juvenile Law 
Wills and Trusts 
Family Law 
Family Law Litigation 










Wills and Trusts 
Government/Public Service 
Administrative Law 
Agricultural Labor Relations 
Constitutional Law 
Education Law 
Employee Retirement Law 
Employment and Sex 
Discrimination 
Intellectual Property 
Computers and the Law 
Copyright Law 
Entertainment Law 
Law and the Visual Arts 
Environmental Law 
Federal Jurisdiction 





Mass Media Law 















International Tax Planning 
Jurisprudence 
Law of the Sea 
Trade Regulation 
Labor /Employment Law 
Administrative Law 




Counseling, Interviewing & 
Negotiation 
Employee Retirement Law 






Federal Income Taxation 
'Landlord-Tenant Law 
Landlord-Tenant Law Clinic 
Land Use Regulation 
Local Government 
Public Interest Law 
Administrative Law 
Constitutional Law 




Employment and Sex 
Discrimination 
Environmental Law 
Health Care Law 
Immigration Law 





Individual Human Rights 
Insurance Law 
Labor Law 
Labor Law Clinic 
Workers' Compensation 
Natural Resources 
Partnership and Partnership 
Taxation 
Real Estate Clinic 
Real Estate Finance 
Real Estate Taxation 
Tax Shelters 
Water Law 
Individual Human Rights 
Juvenile Law 
Land Use Regulation 
Landlord-Tenant Law 
Landlord-Tenant Law Clinic 
Law of the Elderly 
Legislation 
Local Government 
Mass Media Law 
Natural Resources 
Products Liability 
Public Interest Law Seminar 
Street Law 
Clinics 
Constitutional Law Clinic 
Immigrant Legal Resource 
Center 
Labor Law Clinic 
Landlord-Tenant Law Clinic 
Clinical Fieldwork 
Combined Degrees 
J.D./M.B.A. in Accounting 
}.D./M.B.A. in Banking & 
Finance 
J.D./M.B.A. in Health 
Services Management 
J.D./M.B.A. in Financial 
Planning 
Judicial Externship Program 
Legal Externship Program 
Public Interest Law 
Consortium 
J.D./M.B.A. in Real Estate-
Metropolitan Development 
}.D./M.S. in Taxation 
J,D.IM.P.A. in Public 
Administration 
With the permission of the Dean of the Law School and the 
appropriate Deans or Program Directors from other major 
academic units of the University, students may devise 
individual combined degree programs in major subject 
areas offered by the University, e.g. Telecommunications. 
Revised September 1987 
FIELD PLACEMENTS 
Law clerk and third-year student Mary Rier with 
supervisor Anita Arriola, staff attorney at the San 
Francisco office of Public Advocates, Inc. 
GOLDEN GATE UNIVERSITY School of Law has one of the best developed field placement 
programs of any law school in the United States. 
It consists of two basic work experience programs: 
0 Clinical Fieldwork, which is part-time legal work 
for private practitioners or lawyers working in 
corporations, government agencies, or public 
interest organizations. 
0 Judicial and Legal Externships, which are full-time, 
semester-away work experiences, often in states 
other than California and frequently in the form 
of clerkships for judges or in government agencies 
such as Municipal Attorneys' Offices or District 
Attorneys' Offices. 
'· MASTERS IN TAXATION 
GOLDEN GATE UNIVERSITY School of Law's Master of Laws Program in Taxation 
enrolls over one hundred full-time and part-time 
students every year. Many of its alumni have 
GOLDEN GATE STUDENTS CLERK for judges at all levels of the court systems in several states. 
Over 50 Golden Gate law students engage in clinical 
fieldwork each semester for up to four units of academic 
credit. 
Third-year student Cathlene Rosha with Howard 
Ellman, supervising attorney at the San Francisco law 
firm of Ellman, Burke and Cassidy. 
achieved substantial success in law practice, busi-
ness, accounting, government, and international 
service after receiving the LL.M. degree. 
CoMBINED DEGREES 
THE LAW SCHOOL offers seven combined degrees in conjunction with graduate programs 
at Golden Gate University. These programs allow 
students to receive credit from both the Law School 
and the graduate schools through which the various 
master's-level courses are offered, and thus cut from 
one to two semesters from the time that would 
normally be required to pursue the two separate 
degree objectives. 
With the permission of the Dean of the Law School and 
the appropriate Deans or Program Directors from other 
major academic units of the University, students may 
devise individual combined degree programs in major 
subject areas offered by the University. 
PLACEMENT 
THE LAW SCHOOL PLACEMENT OFFICE offers students and alumni a variety of services, 
including career counseling, on-campus and off-
campus interviews with prospective employers, 
workshops on resume writing and interviewing skills, 
and seminars by prominent attorneys concerning 
LAw LIBRARY 
THE LIBRARY of Golden Gate University School of Law has the largest legal collection in the San 
Francisco financial district and serves the needs of 
students and lawyers from the entire Bay Area. 
Attractively designed for study and research, the 
Library has a collection approaching 200,000 volumes 
and is both a Federal and California State Document 
Depository. It has particularly extensive collections 
in taxation, individual rights, land use, and property 
law. 
In addition, the following computer research data 
bases are available: LEXIS, WESTLAW, DIALOG, 
and PHI/NET. 
J.D./M.B.A. Accounting 
J.D./M.B.A. Banking and Finance 
J.D./M.B.A. Health Services Management 
J.D./M.B.A. Financial Planning 
J.D./M.B.A. Real Estate-Metropolitan Development 
J.D./M.S. Taxation 
J.D./M.P.A. Public Administration 
particular types of legal practice. During the fall 
placement season, the Placement Office listed 600 
employment positions for law students and alumni. 
Openings are available in all areas of law practice and, 
to a limited extent, in non-law areas as well. 
VIsiTORS 
The Reverend Jesse L. Jackson, 1986 Commencement 
Speaker 
California Supreme Court Justice Stanley Mosk, 1987 
Commencement Speaker 
Archibald Cox was featured speaker in the first of a 
series of six programs held at the Law School in 1986 on 
"An American Tradition: Our Independent Courts." 
The series was co-sponsored by GGU School of Law, 
the Bar Association of San Francisco, and the San 
Francisco Chapter of ACLU. 
STUDENTS 

